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Migration, Push/Pull Factors
Human Migration

1 People move from one place to another for many different reasons. This movement is called human migration. Sometimes it is over long distances, and it can involve large groups of people. Migration occurs because people either want to leave the conditions in which they currently live (push factors), or they desire to live somewhere that offers better conditions (pull factors). People often migrate for a combination of both push and pull factors. For example, a person might move from New York to Houston in order to get away from the cold winters (push factor) or because the cost of living is lower in Houston (pull factor). There are innumerable reasons for human migration. They can be political, economic, social, and environmental factors.

1. What is Human Migration?

2. Describe push and pull factors.

3. Provide reasons(factors) why people migrate. 

Political Factors

2 Political factors that influence migration include war, instability, and injustice. Migration is high in war torn countries because people try to escape the fighting, violence, and loss of life that characterizes war. While some countries are at war with other nations, many modern countries are at war within their own nations, much like Afghanistan and Egypt. In these countries different ethnic, social, or cultural factions rise up against one another. Their purpose is to gain control of the government or to overthrow the government, as was the case in Egypt in 2011. These internal battles often lead to unstable political situations, and there is no consistent leadership to maintain control of the country. Residents of such nations often leave because control of power is constantly changing. Another significant political factor that affects migration patterns is the way the government rules. When rulers of a nation oppress its people by denying their individual rights or eliminating their personal freedoms, citizens migrate in search of more just and fair places to live. 
4. What is a political factor? How it does affect migration?

Groups of people who emigrate from countries for the above mentioned political push factors immigrate to countries that offer an improved political climate. Political factors that pull people toward a new location include peace and stability, a fair court system, and a government that guarantees individual rights and freedoms.
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Economic Factors

3 Economic factors also play a significant role in a person’s decision to live in a different place. Many people move because of money. Either they cannot make enough in their current location, or they think they can make more in a different location, or both. Poverty and limited job opportunities are common economic push factors. One historical example of migration was the Great Migration of African Americans from the south to the north between 1910-1920; this was due, in part, by economic factors. There were limited jobs for African Americans in the South, and they were low paying. Many migrated north to work in factories and industrial plants for much higher wages. More job opportunities, higher salaries, and lower cost of living are significant economic factors that pull people toward a new location.
6. What is an Economic Factor? How does it affect migration?
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Social Factors
4 The way the people interact with one another within a country or region can also be a reason for migration. Social factors such as oppression based upon race, ethnicity, sex, or lifestyle can create a dire situation. Many women in countries such as Afghanistan are unhappy with the limited opportunities available to females and want more control over their lives. Some countries have a state religion, and those who do not believe in the established religion migrate for freedom of religion. People who migrate for social factors move to locations that offer personal freedom and social equality. They want to live in a country where they are afforded the same rights and privileges as those around them, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, or lifestyle.
8. What is a Social Factors? How does a social factor affect migration?
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Environmental Factors
5 Environmental factors, such as natural disasters, pollution, radiation, drought, and undesirable climates, are other reasons for people to move from one place to another. Many Japanese have emigrated because of hazards related to radiation exposure. Some island residents, such as Haiti, move because of risks related to hurricanes and floods. Countries plagued with long term drought such as Ethiopia and Somalia, see increasing numbers of people emigrating due to food shortages. Undesirable weather can also influence migration. We see this phenomenon in the United States when many residents in northern states move to southern states during the winter months to avoid the harsh conditions and bitter cold.
10. What is an environmental factor? How does it affect migration?
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6 Humans migrate for a wide variety of political, economic, social, and environmental reasons. There push and pull factors prompt travel from one location to another. Physical geography affects the route and flow of human migration. Throughout history, human migration has followed the path of least resistance, and the route with the least number of barriers has the greatest pull factor. People usually migrate through valleys and along bodies of water rather than through mountain ranges, forests, or deserts. Migration to neighboring areas is much easier than moving across the world, and traveling to urban areas is more convenient than traveling to isolated areas. No matter the distance, migration has always been part of the human condition.
12. Explain and provide examples of how physical geography affect the flow of human migration. 
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