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Directions: After reading each story, identify the push or pull factor. Explain your answer using details from the short story. To receive full credit for assignment, you must explain your answer. You may use the Notes: Migrations Push/Pull Factors. 
Push and Pull Factors Reflection Stories 
	1. My name is José Ortega, and I am from Mexico. My country is in the middle of a revolution that has been going on for over three years! The armies on both sides aren’t very careful about who they kill. I was afraid for my life if I stayed, so I came to the United States. (1913)


	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer. 



	2. My name is Chen Bo, and I am from China. After my sister lost her only son in the Sichuan earthquake, I started blogging about how many of the deaths were the result of corrupt officials who cared more about money than about the Chinese people. The government started monitoring everything I did online, even reading my private emails. Other internet activists were arrested and disappeared, and I was afraid I would be next, so I came to the United States. (2008). 


	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer. 

	3. My name is Jomar Carrasco, and I am from the Philippines. I came to the United States to join my children, who have been living and working here for years. I am looking forward to retirement and spending time with my grandchildren. It will be nice to finally have some time to relax! I look forward to a new millennium in a new country. (1999)


	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer.

	4. My name is Hirut Tadesse, and I am from Ethiopia. I am Oromo, an ethnic group with its own culture and language. If I speak Oromo in public, people harass me. You cannot get a job if you speak Oromo, and musicians are arrested for playing Oromo music. I do not want to be forced to give up my cultural identity just to survive, so I am leaving for the United States. (2001)


	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer.



	5. My name is Nathan Snow, and I am from Canada. After the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was signed last year, I moved to the United States using one of the special visas available for Canadians. I am excited to be working for a major software company and earning more money than I could in Canada. Maybe someday I will go home, but I am happy here right now. (1995)
	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer.

	6. My name is Wirat Kunchai, and I am from Thailand. I was brought to the United States as a guest worker on a Hawaiian farm. When I arrived, they took my passport and made me stay in fi lthy, overcrowded housing without enough food to eat. They said if I complained or tried to leave, I would be deported. I was never paid the money they promised me. The government found out and arrested my boss for human trafficking. I got a special visa as a victim of trafficking to stay in the U.S. permanently. (2007).


	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer.

	7. My name is Agnes Rosen, and I am an artist working in Berlin, Germany. I want to leave for the United States as soon as I can. Life has been very difficult since Hitler came to power. My paintings have been labeled “degenerate” by the Nazis so no one will buy or exhibit them. I am Jewish, and I am worried about all the anti-Semitic propaganda put out by the government. I want to feel safe and have a place where I can again be an artist. (1934).


	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer.

	8. My name is Dáire McCormack, and I am a potato farmer in Ireland. This past year has been horrible for me. Almost all of my potatoes were lost to a disease which made them turn black and rotten. Most of the healthy crops in the country are being forcibly shipped to England because of a trade policy the country must abide by, despite these difficult times. I do not have enough food to feed my family or to sell potatoes at the markets. My family will have to leave Ireland to fi nd a place where I can feed my family. (1845)
	Identify the push and/or pull factors in the story. Explain your answer.


